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REMARKS 

Claims 1-6, 8-9, and 11-12 were previously canceled. Claim 7 is amended herein and 
no new claims are added. No claims are canceled. Accordingly, claims 7 and 10 remain under 
prosecution in this application. 

35 use S102 

Claims 7 and 10 are rgected under 35 USC §102 as being anticipated by German 
Publication DE 198 14 304,4 (hereinafter '304). 

Claim 7 includes, amongst other limitations, *\ . .wherein said one-piece sleeve 
includes a sidewall portion extending firom a generally continuous bottom portion, wherein said 
bottom portion directly contacts and receives the valve seat. . Where does the *304 reference 
meet this Umitation? Nowhere does the *304 reference teach or suggest a "one-piece sleeve 
[which] includes a sidewall portion extending from a generally continuous bottom portion. . 
If the examiner believes that the '304 reference shows a one-piece sleeve having a generally 
continuous bottom portion, the undersigned respectfully requests that the examiner specifically 
caU out the drawing and reference number in the *304 reference that the examiner is relying on 
for this teaching of "generally continuous.'' 

Independent from the above-referenced argimaent» claim 7 is also patentable over the 
*304 reference in a second respect. Specifically^ claim 7 sets forth, amongst other limitations, 
'Vhercin said bottom portion [of said one-piece sleeve] directly contacts and receives a valve 
seat. . Nowhere does the '304 reference teach or suggest a bottom portion of a one-piece 
sleeve that directiy contacts and receives the valve scat The embodiments of Figures 1 and 3 
of the '304 patent show a one-piece sleeve that has no bottom and therefore neither Figures 1 or 
3 meet the claimed "generally continuous** limitation. Figure 2 shows a one-piece sleeve (i.e. 
second annular part 2") which does not have a generally continuous bottom portion and which 
does not directly contact and receive the valve seat but rather supports an intermediate member 
(mtemiediate member is not numbered in Figure 2 nor discussed in the specification) that is 
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clearly visible in Figure 2 as a distinctly separate member from valve seat 3 by virtue of the 
cross-hatching used to depict tiie unnamed intermediate member. 

For the above-referenced reasons, the undersigned beUeves that claim 7 and claim 10 
are now in condition for allowance. If any fees are due with the filing of this paper, please 
charge our Deposit Account No. 503 145, under Order No. AP9650 &om which the undersigned 



is authorized to draw. 



Dated: February 28, 2005 




Registration No,: 33,373 
Honigman Miller Schwartz and Cohn LLP 
32270 Telegraph Road, Suite 225 
Bingham Farms, MI 48025 
(248) 566-8500 
Attorney for Applicant 



Customer No.: 44200 



OAK1AND.S03464.1 



4 



PAGE 5/5 ' IKVD AT 2/2»200S 5:05:S9 PM [Eastern Standard Tl^^^ 



